HELLENISM IX ANCIENT INDIA

recent book, "The Ruins of Desert Cathay," "showing how the
forms derived from the late classical, that is, Hellenistic Art
were adapted to the representations of subjects from Indian
Buddhism. Here, seated on a low throne, we see the figure of
a teacher meant in all probability for Gautama. But just as
Gneco-Buddhist sculptures, where similar representations of
Buddha in the attitude of teaching are frequent, the drapery is
treated in a fashion that is unmistakably classical.'* The
classical influence on the Gandhara Sculpture in fact, is quite
as marked as on the Architecture of North-West India.

The recent excavations around the village of Sahri-Balol,
some 8 miles to the west of Hoti Mardan in the Peshawar
district, have yielded apart from valuable information on
various topics of general archaeological interest, a great quan-
tity of Sculpture in the Grseco-Buddhist style of Gandhara,
representative of its successive phases and often of consider-
able iconographic interest. In point of novelty, the first place
belongs undoubtedly among these finds to one of the statues
which have been found here. This mutilated statue has been
recognised by Sir M.A- Stein with the Risi Ekacringa or
Unicorn Hermit, figured as carrying to town the courtesan who
beguiled him. This frivolous legend is related in one of the
most popular Jatakas and has found its way also in mediaeval
folklore. Hiouen Tsang relates it in connexion with a con-
vent which he places about a 100 li to the north-west of Po-
lu-sha or Shabaz-garhi and to the south of a great mountain
(see Watters, Yuang Chang, vol. I, pp. 218 et seq). Follow-
ing up a hint supplied by CoL Sir Harold Deane, ;Dr. Stein
was able to locate the remains of the ruined monastery at the
site of Butan at the southern foot of the Shahkote Pass. M,
Foucher with true iconographic intuition had already ex-
pressed himself confident, that a legend so popular, once loca-
lised in Gandhara, could not have remained there altogether
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